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INTRODUCTION:

In thisfirst lesson, the student will learn some
expressions of common everyday use. In these

expressions, the verb 3_ (to be) is understood
and is not explicitly used.

Sanskrit, like other classical languages, has three
genders- masculine (m), feminine (f) and neuter (n).
These are indicated in the examples given. The student
Is advised to learn these expressions by memory.

The prelude to these tutorial lessons introduced the
vowels and consonants of Sanskrit and also indicated
how they are to be pronounced. The student is advised
to refer to this prelude as well to memorize the basic
|etters.

1.1 Here are some common expressions
in the first person.

AH a#H {H: My Name is Rama (m)
mama nama ramah

qq dW dtar My Nameis Sita (f)
mama nama sita

T AW R My Name is Sekhara (m)
mama nama sékharah

HH G SHT My nameis Uma (f)
mama nama uma

o a: B My God is Siva (m)
mama dévaha sivah

Tq & g My Goddess is Parvati (f)
mama dévi parvati

HH T |4 My son is Madhava (m)
mama putrah madhavah

P e My daughter is Vijaya (f)

mama putri vijaya



oH 9dl &) My husband is Vishnu (m)

mama bharta visnu

A Wl R My wifeis padma (f)
mama bhirya padma

o Udr SEed: My father is Jayadeva (m)
mama pitd jayadévah

HH HIAT QAT My mother is subhadra (f)
mama matd subhadra

q9 Tl ded: My brother is Vijay (m)
mama bhrata vijayah

qH 99T HicsH! My sister is Mallika (f)
mama svasa mallika

ou o Fe: My friend is Krishna (n)
mama mitram krsnah

o9 G R My vehicle is Toyota (n)

mama vahanam toyota

Note that the verb "to be" (i.e., theform "is" in English)
iIsnot used in any of the expressions. The explicit

form of the verb 19_ (to be) isawaysimplied in
expressions of this nature and in Sanskrit, asin most

languages, the personal pronoun #H has no gender.

1.2 Simple expressions involving a question.

This subsection deals with expressions invoving
aquestion, the answers to which are similar
to the expressionsin section 1.1.

.

dd d™H T What is your name?
tava nama kim

dd \QH: % Who is your God?
tava dévah kah

a9 &t & Who is your Goddess?
tava devi ka

dd = & Who isyour son?



tava putrah kah

ag g #: Who is your daughter?
tava putri ka

dd |Tdl : Who is your brother?
tava bhrata kah

dd 491 &l Who isyour sister?
tava svasa ka

da o & Who is your friend?
tava mitram kim

dq ared & What is your vehicle?

tava vihanam kim

Observe that there are no question marksin any
of the sentences. In Sanskrit, no punctuation is
ever used. Generally, the punctuation is recog-
nized from the intonation.

Even in the interrogative form, the verb 314
(to be) isnot explicitly used.

Gender becomes apparent in these sentences as
can be observed with the ending akshara of the

words i.e, &: , &l and & .

%: isthe masculineform known as

o\

d5%:  (pumlingah)
%1 isthe feminine form known as
w=iiosg: (strilingah)
T isthe neuter form known as
GHRE: (napumsakalingah)

Among the words used in the sentences given
above, the following words are masculine
in gender.

= > [N
TH:, @, &, T, R, Ana:,
=\ [aN o\
SHeg:, Ao, U, gran



The following are feminine words

didr, SHI, 9Edl, faeE, a4, O,

Some examples of nouns in the neuter gender are

M, 9, W, 9, S,
HHAH | IHWUH

In Sanskrit, gender is not decided by the meaning
of the word but is fixed by other considerations
such as the form of the word and its ending.

A Noteontheworddd .

The form of addressdd , it should be noted | is
mostly used in circumstances involving persons
who enjoy a close relationship with the person
speaking the sentence. Often, the form with respect

Had: (m) or AT (f) isused.

However, it is observed that the form dd wasin
regular usein earlier times and did not mean any
disrespect. In keeping with modern trends, we are

following the practice of using da for the familiar

form of address and Hdd:/qdcHT: for the respectful
form. Thisis similar to the usage of the German
words "dein" and "ihr".

Demonstrative pronouns.

Masculine §:  He(whoisnearby)
q: He (who is farther away)

Feminine Wq  She(who is nearby)
a1 She (who isfarther away)

Neuter Tdd_ This
dd. That



The use of the demonstrative pronoun will
depend on whether the speaker isrefering to a
person in the immediate vicinity or someone
at adistance. Essentialy, thisisequivalent to
the difference between "this' and "that". In
Sanskrit this distinction applies for al the
three genders.

qq: and q: (masculine)
ésah sah

QT and a1 (feminine)
ésa sa

Tdd. and dd_ (neuter)
etat tat

Let uslook at some examples.

Tq: hlh: This (isa) crow
ésaha kakah

TET HIAT This(isd) garland
ésa mala

QY: HA IS This (is) my elephant
ésaha mama gajah

TN A9 g™ This(is) my wife
ésa mama bharya

Tdd_ hHIH_ This (is @) lotus

état kamalam

Tdd a9 ®HASGH_ This(is) your lotus

gtat tava kamalam

[SERE LK That (is) Krishna
sah krsnah
[SLIE I That is Krishnaa (f)

(Krishnaais afeminine name)
dd_ - That (isa) seat
tat asanam
dd d9 MEAH_ That (is) your seat



tat tava asanam

1.3 Some common expressions used in

daily life.
T Greeetings
namaste
GIHATAH Good Morning
suprabhatam
PIASH_ T How do you do?
kusalam va
Jeqdlql: Thank you, Thanks
dhanyavada:
EINTAH Welcome
svagatam
TR | am thankful
(I am grateful)

dhanyosmi
TS See you again
punarmilamah
A Please excuse me
ksamyatam
AHE] Best wishes
subhamastu

Glossary:

Words already seen in the sections.
Eck - God Ecii - Goddess
=" - friend
Tar - father Al - mother
aH - name
gA: - son =t - daughter
dre-H_ - vehicle

Tl - brother &©4q1 - Sister



HH - my
Wal - husband T - wife

Here are some more (new) words.

1. Masculine gender

L - man dlh: - Ccrow
HYL: - peacock

a«: - monkey AAH: - dog

& - hand

USE - elephant IS - mountain
qeR: - cat

3 - horse

2. Feminine gender

A& - garland RAT - story

G| - mercy

SEI - hall HHT - language
FAU - sympathy

&dl - creeper AL - female dog
T - female monkey

qEdl - mare g8 - peshen
O - female cat

T - woman

ARG - name of a Goddess
FE - Goddess of learning

3. Neuter gender

HI4H_ - house ®HSH_ - lotus
AA-H_ - face
AEAH,_ - seat STAH, - water

99 - wealth



Exercises.

1. Learn to pronounce all the words introduced in the earlier
sections. Correct pronounciation is essential for Sanskrit.
Make use of the Roman transliteration given alongside when
necessary.

Try and pronounce the following words.

e WA AEE: R,
A UM Hlsar
VTR UE: Bk ged:
Tl iz I | L1 B

2. Using the words intoduced in section 1.4, try
to form sentences similar to thosein
sections 1.1 and 1.2.

3. Try and form sentences in Sanskrit.

Thisisyour husband.
That isyour son.
Thisismy lotus.

That isyour lotus.
Thisis Govinda. (m)
That isVimalaa. (f)
Salutations, Krishna
See you again, daughter.



